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Fluid Quip Technologies Selected to Deliver Next-Generation Ethanol Facility at Chief Ethanol
Plant in Hastings, Nebraska

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA. February 4, 2026 - (BUSINESS WIRE) - Fluid Quip Technologies (FQT), a leader in advanced
engineering, processing and carbon reduction solutions for the biofuels industry, has been selected as the primary engineering
and technology partner for the design, engineering and construction of a new greenfield ethanol facility at Chief Ethanol —
Hastings, one of the longest operating ethanol plants in the United States.

The decision to replace the existing plant with a modern, high-efficiency facility follows an in-depth operations study
conducted by FQT for Chief Ethanol in 2024. That collaboration identified key areas for energy reduction and process
improvement, ultimately leading to the decision to build a new facility on the Hastings site.

“This project represents an important step forward for our Hastings operation,” said Wayne Garrett, General Manager of Chief
Ethanol. “We selected Fluid Quip Technologies from the outset based on their leadership in the industry, their expertise in
ethanol operations, and the depth of their process and operations study. That work clearly demonstrated how a greenfield
approach could dramatically improve energy efficiency while modernizing our facility and positioning it for long-term
success.”

As part of the project, FQT will supply all major process equipment and drying systems, along with complete engineering and
design services. The new facility will feature FQT’s Low Energy Distillation (LED™) Technology, along with additional
proprietary systems designed to support lower carbon intensity, higher yield, and long-term operational flexibility.

FQT is working in partnership with Whitefox Technologies, whose membrane system will be integrated into FQT’s low-energy
distillation solution. The combination of FQT’s proven low-Carbon platform and Whitefox’s membrane technology will deliver
industry leading energy savings and maximize performance like no other distillation, dehydration and evaporation system.

“This project reflects everything FQT stands for: innovative thinking, proven solutions, and a commitment to building best-in-
class solutions,” said Neal Jakel, President of Fluid Quip Technologies. “Chief’s decision to take a greenfield approach shows
long-term vision, commitment, and we’re proud to support them with the expertise and technology solutions to make this
project hugely successful.”

The project is currently in engineering and procurement, with construction expected to begin soon. Once operational, the new
Chief Ethanol — Hastings facility will represent a modern, energy-efficient approach to ethanol production, setting a new
standard for performance both from an operational efficiency and reduced carbon footprint in the industry.

About Fluid Quip Technologies

Fluid Quip Technologies® (FQT) is a premier technology and process engineering firm based in Cedar Rapids, lowa. FQT’s
skilled engineering and technical teams have been developing new technologies and providing unique process engineering
solutions to the beverage, biofuels and bio-chemical markets for more than 30 years. For more information, visit
www.fluidquiptechnologies.com.
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